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LETTER I.-TO A PASTOE WHO WISHES TO KNOW HOW HE 

MAY STUDY THE BOOK OF PSALMS TO HIS OWN BEST 

ADVANTAGE AND THAT OF HIS CONGREGATION. 

By Peof. Revere F. Weidster, D. D., 

Augustana Theological Seminary, Rock Island, 111. 



I am glad to hear that you have again taken up the study of your Hebrew 
Bible. The plan you speak of in your last letter of joining the Hebrew Corre- 
spondence School, and thus reviewing carefully the fundamental principles of 
Hebrew Grammar, is an excellent one, and I am equally pleased with your pro- 
posed project of making a special study, at suitable times, of some of the Psalms 
for practical use in your church services. 

I sympathize with you when you speak of your many pastoral duties and your 
seeming want of time, but you know very well that you have not yet learned to 
economize time. If you determine to make a special study of the Hebrew Old 
Testament, and are in good earnest, you can readily reserve one hour daily for 
such studies. Knowing your easy disposition, I can easily understand that you 
think there is no time for such work, for I am certain you fritter away two hours 
every morning without profiting yourself or anyone else. Instead of staying in 
bed until seven, it would be a good plan to rise at six ; and instead of spending an 
hour over the daily paper, suppose you devote to it only ten minutes, and you will 
immediately be the gainer of more time than you need, and be as wise as before. 

You wish to know whether it would be advisable to lecture on the Psalms, 
weekly, in regular order, until they are finished. For my own part I would not 
do so. On the contrary, why not arrange them into little books, which can read- 
ily be done, e. g., the Penitential Psalms (vi., xxxil., xxxviii., li., en., exxx., 
Cxliii.), the Pilgrim Psalms (cxx.-cxxxiv.), the Messianic Psalms (11., vni., 
xvi., xxn., xl., xlv., lxxii., ex.), the Hallel (cxiii.-cxvin.), the Hallelujah 
Psalms (cxlvi.-cl.), the Historical Psalms (lxxviii., cv., cvi., cxxxv., 
cxxxvi.), etc., and then at special seasons or on special occasions lecture on such 
as are appropriate, e. g., on the Penitential Psalms before Communion, on the 
Messianic Psalms during the Lenten season, etc., arranging it so that in about six 
or eight years you can complete the whole Psalter. 

You also ask my opinion about three commentaries on the Psalms which you 
already have in your library, and wish to know whether I can recommend any- 
thing better. As I happen to know your tastes, and since you inform me that you 
wish to lay a good foundation for exegetical work on the Old Testament, I shall 
express myself more plainly than I otherwise should. As to Spurgeon's voluminous 
work, of which you speak so highly as having given you such excellent hints in 
preparing your sermons, it does not here come into consideration. It is a book of 
devotion, to be placed on the same shelf with Neale 1 and Home, 2 — the last com- 



i Neale, J. M., and Llttledale, R. F. A Commentary on the Psalms from primitive and medias- 
val writers; and from the various office-books and hymns of the Roman, Mozarabic, Ambro- 
Sian, Gallican, Greek, Coptic, Armenian, and Syriae Rites. 4 vols. Third edition. London, 1874. 
Price, $16.00. A devotional commentary, containing a strange medley of allegorical interpreta- 
tions. 

2 Home, George. A Commentary on the Booh of Psalms. New York, 1865. Price, $2.50. 
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mentary you ought to take up before you preach your sermon, — I hope it will not 
be the first you take up to prepare one. 

You made a good selection when you bought the Speaker's Commentary, 1 
edited by Canon Cook. The Commentary on the Psalms, which has also been 
reprinted separately, is marked by many good qualities, although it contains the 
notes of three different expositors. You will find that it will always repay you 
to examine it after you have finished your critical study of a Psalm. This com- 
mentary naturally takes its place by the side of the works of Bonar, 2 Murphy, 3 
Kay, 4 and Fausset. 5 

I am both surprised and gratified to learn that the third commentary on the 
Psalms in your library is the work of Jennings and Lowe ; 6 for this book is not so 
well-known in this country, even by scholars, as it ought to be, and, in a certain 
sense, it supersedes the Commentary of Phillips. 7 As it is especially edited for 
Hebrew students, and contains full and valuable introductions to each Psalm, you 
will find it of great service to you. 

No one, therefore, can find much fault with you, in your selection of com- 
mentaries on the Psalms ; for you have chosen a fair representative of each of the 
three classes into which commentaries may be divided. 

When you inquire whether it would be desirable to procure any additional 
commentaries, I am in doubt what to say, for it is far better to understand one 
commentary thoroughly, than to misunderstand a dozen. But as you frankly 
state that you wish to study the Psalter critically, to get into the depths of its 
teachings ; in fact, that you wish to train yourself as a true exegete, I cannot but 
answer that you ought to procure at least one, if not two, more commentaries. If 
you decide on buying only one, I would, without any hesitation, recommend the 
work of Delitzsch, 8 who has no superior in critical acumen or in spiritual insight. 
But if you decide to buy two additional commentaries, I am somewhat at a loss 
what to recommend. I could not part with Perowne 9 , nor would I be willing to 
leave Moll's place vacant in Lange's series, and no true Hebraist can sleep con- 
tentedly if Hupfeldi° has been mislaid. 



i Known also as The Bible Commentary., 10 vols. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. Price, 
$30.00. 

2 Bonar, Andrew A. Christ and His Church in the Book of Psalms. London, 1859. New York, 
1861. Price, $3.50. 

3 Murphy, J. G. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Psalms, with a new trans- 
lation. Andover, 1875. Price, $4.00. 

* Kay, William. The Psalms, translated from the Hebrew, with notes, chiefly exegetical. 
London, 1871. Price, $5.00. 

5 In Jamieson, Fausset and Brown's Commentary. 6 vols. Philadelphia, 1875. Price, $15.00. 
Fausset's Commentary on the Psalms is also printed separately. 

6 Jennings, A. C, and Lowe, W. H. The Psalms with Introductions and Critical Notes. 2 vols. 
London, 1875-77. Price, $5.00. 

i Phillips, George. The Psalms in Hebrew, with a critical, exegetical and philological com- 
mentary. 2 vols. London, 1846. A second edition of this work has appeared, but I am not 
acquainted with it. 

8 Delitzsch, Franz. Biblischer Commentar ueber die Psalmen. Fourth revised edition. Leip- 
sic, 1883. By all means use.the latest German edition. The English translation in 3 vols. (Edin- 
burgh, 1871) is based on an earlier edition. 

9 Perowne, J. J. Stewart. The Book of Psalms. A new translation with introduction and 
notes, explanatory and critical. From third London edition. Andover, 1879. Price, $7.50. 

i» Hupfeld, H. Die Psalmen uebersezt und ausgelegt, von E. Biehm. Second edition. 4 vols. 
Gotha, 1867-72. Valuable on account of history of interpretation and philological notes, but not 
safe as a guide. 
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As to the best method of studying a Psalm, I would advise you not to examine 
any commentary until you are able to read the Psalm fluently in Hebrew, to trans- 
late it readily into English, and to analyze every word. Indeed, you ought not 
to consider that you have accomplished your task until you can take the Eevised 
English Version in your hand and at sight translate it into the original Hebrew. 
This is done more easily than you imagine. You will now enjoy studying De- 
litzsch, which I would advise you to read first of all. Accustom yourself likewise 
to take notes, both grammatical and otherwise, and carefully rewrite or condense 
the most important hints given by other commentators, and so begin to prepare 
your own commentary. Such a commentary will be of more value to you than all 
the rest in your library, and will become fuller on each repeated study of a Psalm. 

After such elaborate study of a Psalm, it will be a delight for you to present 
the doctrinal and practical truths therein contained to your congregation ; and 
both you and they will be richly rewarded by your labors. 



THE INCONGRUOUS CLAUSE IN GEN. XIII. 10. 

By Pkof. W. W. Moore, D. D., 

Union Theological Seminary, Hampden Sidney, Va. 



I. ZOAK. 



"And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered every-where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like 
the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar." The last clause seems, from its po- 
sition, to qualify " the land of Egypt." But this construction deprives the state- 
ment of all meaning, inasmuch as Zoar was not in or near the land of Egypt. 
The clause is equally unintelligible, whether we place the pentapolis, of which 
Zoar was a member, at the southern or at the northern end of the Dead Sea. 

Most commentators quietly ignore this difficulty. Others evade it by arbitra- 
rily re-shaping the whole sentence. Eor instance, Bush 1 would connect the clause 
under consideration with the first part of the verse, thus, "And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every-where, as 
thou comest to Zoar (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah), even as 
the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt." This view, besides implying 
that the author wrote such a clumsy description that every reader must recast the 
whole of it to get his meaning, simply exchanges one difficulty for another. If 
the plain was "well watered every-where,'''' as the author has just stated, why 
should he specify any particular portion of it? Canon Tristram, adopting the 
theory that now has the strongest support, locates the cities of the plain north of 
the Dead Sea, and would identify Zi'ara with Zoar. Zi'ara is a bold headland 
projecting westward from the mountains of Moab, and overlooking the Jordan 
valley. 2 But why should a place 3000 feet above the plain, and surrounded by 
stony ground, be mentioned as the heart of this well watered valley ? The clause 
seems to mean that Zoar was the richest spot of all this fertile region ; but the 
fact is that Zi'ara is not nearly so well watered as the rest of the plain. Nor can 



'Notes on Genesis" in loco. 

' The Land of Moab." H. B. Tristram. P. 343. 



